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1 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 4-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Coon et al, either alone, or further in view of Wycech -078 essentially for reasons 
of record noting the following. 

While Coon does not explicitly disclose that the foamable material would consist of 
multiple discrete microcapsules (ie, shells) encapsulating a liquid or solid core, applicant 
is referred to column 10, lines 31-37. This passage discloses that the material 14 would 
be an encapsulated pellet, which includes an expandable foamable material, 
encapsulated within an adhesive shell, which would then be deposited within chamber 
12. Hence, Coon teaches a core/shell arrangement for the foamable material wherein 
the only missing aspects are multiple discrete microcapsules and that the shell is 
specifically a thermoplastic. Given that Figures 2 and 3 of Coon show the material to be 
loaded as discrete pellets, it surely would have been obvious to employ the 
microcapsule embodiment of Coon as multiple microcapsules. Also, thermoplastics are 
conventional encapsulating agents for foams and other materials to be encapsulated. 
Given the disclosure of Coon et al alone, it is submitted that instant claim 2 would have 
been obvious. Wycech -078 (col. 5, lines 15-30) is being additionally applied to show 
the aspects of thermoplastic microcapsules and foams, such being nothing but 
conventional in the art. It is submitted that one of ordinary skill in this art would know 
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that foams are often supplied as discrete thermoplastic film microcapsules and the 
capsules are subsequently broken upon heating and expansion of the foam inside. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Upon closer review of Coon et al, it is believed that a 103 exists on the instant claims 
over this reference alone. Also, Wycech -078 has been additionally applied to teach 
thermoplastic film microencapsulated foams. Applicant had earlier argued that Wycech 
-078 was not applicable to the claims because the reference taught spraying and 
application of the resin to the area to be covered — ie, not application as discrete 
microcapsules. However, it should be noted that Wycech -078 is not being relied upon 
to teach how the foam is applied — Coon et al does this — but rather the form of the 
foamable resin, which appears to be readable on the instant. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1 176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot 
March 16, 2008 



/Mathieu D. Vargot/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



